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History

In ifovembor 1942, the 168th Rogimentel Combzt Team and

hc-}rd Battalion, l39th Infentry, participated in the
nitia l‘lhndinv at Algicrs, North Africe, as & part of the

.Uuutl n Asscult Force, which was commanded by Iiz. jer Geonorel

Ryder, vpose gtalf wos made up :lmogt C}tircly of bfficcrs

,Lrom the 34%th Division.

anunry of 1943 brougnt thec rcnﬁlndur of the D1¢181on

t0 ! Torth Africa, whoerc it porticipoted in the Tunisizn Com—

poign. Among thp ongngeoments fought were thesc of Ko .sserine

Pags, Fondouk cl Ckbi, Hill 509, and Chouigul. The scucecgs -

of* thae 34th =t Hill b09,'rhurc it roundly defeated the Gor—
mops in o bitter throo-day bettle, wis inskrumcntel in cous—

-,inw the ecollapsc of Hazi rp51gt3nCu in Horthern Tunisi~ on

oy 13, 1943. < o ‘
Follow1zc the Tuuisisn Cemprizn, the Division cntors

~ period of rest cnd tyzining wntil the invasion of Italy in
:Scptember of 1943. In thc Sclerno lendings, the Division

wos represented by the 151st Field Artillery 3Bz2ttnalion, which

-was. attached to the 36th Infantry Division. The a2ction of
the DbBottlion on the beoches wne so outstonding thot the

Chiof of Staff of the nssault division soid, "Th beach-necd -
would have bBeen destroyed had it not beon for .the oﬁrly
urrlv 1 of the 15lst Picld Artillery B ttkllon thlrtj
minutes bo¢oro the first counter—attﬁck

~ The DlViSlOQ londed in Itnly oh Scptembder 21 1943, znd
hae been in the thick of the camp> ign in Italy cver sinec

“thot tike.  The prineip2l netions during the wintcr of 1943-

44 vwicre 0% BGHOVodtO,~thC Volturno River, wherc the Division

'.mﬁd~"+hrcc,c" ssings in the foecc of bitter Germen rosist-

nee, lount Pantano, ~nd Cassino. At C~soino, somc of -the

_blood et flbﬂtlﬂ of the Itnlian Caﬁpai,n w~s cxpericnced,

ehd A deﬂGuu were meosurced in terms of rooms of houscs.

i mlvmonts‘of the Division ontered the town on February 3 i944,

nd; degpite nlmost over—powering German countor- ~tvacks,

f.hbld on ~r1nl* $o onuﬁmhlrd of Cassino until rcllpvbd by
- 411idd troops. . :

In latc HeRrch of 1944, the Division moved to tho nnglo'

* Bemchhead, whorc it maintaincd defensive positions ‘until the

brock-dut atteck on Mey 23rd. after ~ vieious fight e

_Lunuvlo and Villa Groecott~ tae Division followcd on the hecls

off the Gormans through Romv, Civiteveecchia, Ceecinn,; Rosig— -

. nano, -Leghorn, cnd up to Disa on the irno River,

On the 2lst of July 1944, iizjor Genercl Charles W, Ryder,
the Division Commander, %urncd his comizand over to ilrjor
Gencer=zl Charles L. Boltu. ilzjor Genernl Ryder then returncd
$o the Unitcd States for o well-decscrved linve and future
reassiznment. '
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FRIRE GIRILOER
TINSTON CHURQGHILLYS op BECH
BEFOE TROOFS OF JENERAL CLaRK'S FIFTH AR.X

#jeneral mark Clark, Jeneral Bolte, officers and men -f the 3hth United
States Infantry Divisiony officers and men of the Bragilian dxpedltionary
Force; officers and men of the United sbates Nezro troops; :mericans of Jap-
anese ancestry and your :meriean ofilcerss 1 greet you here this morning '
with feelings of yride that the honor should heve fallen to me to inspect
these units of the rifth .rmy, one of the great armies of the United Nations,
shich sre everywhere advancing victoriously upon the foe,

#The 34th ., S. Jivision was first, or among the very first of ali the
_aited States troops to leave the new world and carry by their sacrifices and
their valor the preclous blesslng of freedom and justice to the lands enslaved
by dtler's tyr.nny. “hat tyranny we shell bresk, Ve shall shatter the sources

from which its evil powers are derived, which will be so obliteratsd and blasted
that for many mundreds of yewrs ndne will dare to do the like a2 .ain,

wofficers :nd soldiers, and the represemtatives of tiwe Tomen's aruy Sorp8s,
army .urse Jorps, we have heve ln 1taly one of the finest armiss in the world.
“we corbinat.on of the Fifth army and of the Lritish sdghth wrmy bind together
two veteran sruies bound together in a bond of brotherhood and comradeship
in .rms, .nd in the sense of marching and fighting shoulder to shoulder for
a vignteous cause, iou have done deeds which sill long be remembered. In the
earliest landings in Italy, the long fighting at ~nzio beachhead, the battle
of the lussino fromt, and the capture of dome and Leghorn - all of these are
erisodes which have played a fruitful and an invaluable part in the entire
scheme and desizn of the .1lied armies. Ko operation could have been more
fruitful in this thester than the sork which you have done by drawing away
pechaps ti#o dozen or more divisions down into Ita.lg where they have been torn
%o pleces, rfou have aide’ noLably and most eiiectively the greab battle now
proceeding to its victorious climax on the fields of France, uut though you
have done sreat deeds in the past, and may well be .roud of what has beon
schieved, 1 come here to tell y.u today that grester ventures unil jroster
schievements now lie ahead of you, and that ;ou #ill be playing consbtantly
an absolutely vital art in the long, hard struggle for whose speody oend we
all 5tr1ke, and for whose speedy end w#e all pray,

wI ish ou--all of youweall the units represente- here and the wrazilianse-
I wish all of you all good fortune; I w+ish you Jod spe 43 may iod bless you
all.il .





